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of him would be a lengthy and profitless task, decided to entrust
the chase to a number of light columns of mounted troops, and
to bring him to terms by the reduction of his fortresses and the
complete occupation of his country. Some days later, as luck
would have it, one of these light columns encountered Baji Rao
at Ashti and dispersed the greater part of his following, and in
June he himself was rounded up near Asirgarh and compelled
to capitulate unconditionally. He was deposed from his throne
and became a pensionary of the British ; but the occupation of
his territory proceeded but slowly, and it was not till March
1819 that Asirgarh, the last of his fortresses to hold out, was
battered into surrender.
The extermination of the Pindaris had all this time been
proceeding methodically, and by February 1818 they were no
longer a force to be seriously reckoned with, such as survived
being reduced to a few skulking bands, too few in numbers
and too cowed even to face the villagers upon whom they
had formerly preyed. While these fugitive bodies were being
hunted and exterminated by small mobile columns, the greater
part of the British divisions were broken up, the units composing
them returning to their peace stations. By the end of 1818
peace had been completely restored, and the few Pindari chiefs
who survived the dispersal of their followers—including the
Bhonsla Apa Sahib, who had escaped from his British captors
but had been unable to collect any troops to help him to regain
his throne—were living with a few companions the harried life
of outlaws.
Thus the British had asserted beyond dispute their sway
over Central India, and had added to the vast dominion already
owning direct or indirect allegiance to them the wide expanse
of territory formerly ruled by the Mahratta Confederacy.   In
truth the Mahratta troops had shown themselves, in this last war
at any rate, as contemptible in battle as any that had ever fled
before our arms, and Moira's main difficulty had been not to
defeat them but to find an opportunity for doing so.   None the
less, this task too—and how toilsome and thankless a task it is
has been shown within living experience by the guerilla warfare
in South Africa, in 1899-1902, to which the campaign just
described bears many points of resemblance—had been admir-
ably accomplished, thanks mainly to the foresight, industry
and painstaking thoroughness of the Governor-General, who,
by his conduct of this campaign, proved himself well worthy
to a place in history beside the greatest of our organisers of
victory, Amherst and Kitchener.   It is one of the ironies of
fate that Moira's operations in 1817-1819, which are perhaps,
for the lessons which may be learned from them and their

